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deeper into the British Ambassador's susceptibilities, and his
public attentions to her set the gossips' tongues awagging.
But then, to the spell of her voice and great talents, " she
added extreme beauty, and a sound common sense",1 a
combination of qualities which proved irresistible.
Besides social amenities the Duke also found time to
indulge in sport, and had many a run with the Royal stag-
hounds. On one occasion at Fontainbleau the French King
attended in person, in a magnificent gold carriage, somewhat
incongruously drawn by eight short-tailed brown English
horses.
The hunt, however, developed into a typically English
affair, for the deer broke covert and took to the open country,
a lamentable lapse of etiquette, seeing the King was watching
from the wood. " * Hold hard !' shouted the Due de Bern,*
6 Arretez, messieurs !' cried the piquer. c Turn him back to
de vood5, ejaculated another ".2 But it was of no use
for deer, hounds and Englishmen were now well in their
stride, and, records young William Lennox, " we succeeded
in keeping the pack in full cry over a fair hunting country,
taking regular French leave of the royal sportsmen ". One
of the huntsmen followed for a while, but was stopped at
the end of the first field by a small dyke. " Au revoir,
messieurs/' said he, raising his hat politely as he parted com-
pany with the field, " I do not jump the large ditches."3
A sporting attache of the Duke of Wellington now assumed
control of affairs, and the run continued until the stag took to
a lake when hounds were whipped off and a party of guilty
Englishmen, the British Ambassador amongst them, awaited
1  Comtesse de Botgne^ VoL /, p. 138.
2  Wellington in Private Life, p. So.              3 Ibid*, p. 5i.
* Due de Berri, Charles Ferdinand, 1778-1820, younger son of the
Comte d'Artois (afterwards Charles X of France). Served with the army
of Conde* 1792-7. In 1801 went to live in England, where he remained
until the Bourbon restoration in 1814. Was placed in command of the
Royalist troops in Paris after the escape of Napoleon from Elba in 1815.
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